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President’s Message 
Joann Jazak 
Last Meeting of the Year 

Our last meeting for the 2025 year will be held at McHenry County 
College on December 17. This gathering is one of our most 
anticipated events, and we look forward to celebrating together in 
a familiar and cherished setting. 

• Officer Installation: The officers for the next two years will be 
officially installed during this meeting. 

• Retiree Recognition: We will honor individuals who have been 
retired for twenty or more years to education. Their commitment 
and service will be recognized as part of our program. 

• Seasonal Program: The program for this month has been 
designed to bring out the Christmas spirit in everyone and make 
the occasion festive and memorable. 

December Program 
Beth Miller 
Charles Pacino 

Charles Pansino brings you "This is Christmas." Get ready to hear 
your favorite holiday hits from one of Chicagoland's premiere 
entertainers and singers. Charles Pansino will bring you through 
multiple era's of music, bringing his signature energy and charisma 
to each song. You like 50's swing Christmas? Charles will give you 
the depth and feel of a Sinatra style song. You like the 1980's? 
Charles will give you his interpretation of a tune like "Last 
Christmas." There's something for everyone, and as the title states 
"This is Christmas," Charles' style and Christmas show is about 
having a good time and getting into the mood of the season! 
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2025/26 Meetings 
 
December 17—MCC 
April 15 
May 20 
June 17 
September 16 
October 21 
November 18 
December 16 

Upcoming Programs: 
 
Dec:  Charles Pacino 

Suggestions for future venues 
or speakers are welcome.   
Please contact  Beth Miller 
millerfam80@sbcglobal.net 

Programs subject to change 
Doors open at 11:15 
Meeting begins at 11:45 am 

MCHENRY COUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
IRTA AREA 2, REGION 2, UNIT 13 

www.irtaonline.org | www.mchenryrta.org 

December Menu—$25 
Roasted Pork Loin 
Sauerkraut 
Mashed potatoes and gravy 
Vegetable 
Chocolate cake 
soda and coffee 
   

http://www.mchenryrta.org
mailto:millerfam80@sbcglobal.net
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MCRTA 2

BOARD MEMBERS 

Elected Members 
President:  Joann Jazak 
Vice President:  Linda Young 
Board Secretary:  April Shouse 
Unit Secretary:  Cathy Schiller 
Treasurer:  Dick Seaborn 

Appointed Members 
Membership:  Marlene Griffith 
Programs/Venues:  Beth Miller 
Scholarship:  Mary Noe 
Member Benefits:  Rose Turk 
Information:  Kathy Speaker 
Legislative:  TBA 
Public Relations:  Peggy Hart 
Nominations:  Olivia Santarelli 
Constitution:  Lois Shartiag 
Finance:  Olivia Santarelli 
History:  Robert Frenz 
Budget:  TBA 

Need to Cancel? 

Need to Cancel? 
If you cannot show the day of the 
meeting, call Linda Young at 
847-209-8047 We do need you to 
pay for your meal if you do not 
cancel with one weeks notice. 

Membership 
Marlene Griffith 
'Tis the season to pay your 2026 MCRTA dues……
Please check the list to see if you owe dues.
If you are on the list, please send your dues (payable to 
MCRTA) to this address:

MCRTA
PO BOX 1776
CRYSTAL LAKE, IL 60039

2026 dues: $10 2026, 2027, 2028 dues: $25 LIFE dues: $150

Asplund Roy Woodstock Klopf Gloria Woodstock
Bennett Joyce Huntley Koniewicz Debbie Algonquin
Bennett Larry Cape Coral Krepel Kathy Crystal Lake
Blietz Mary Hawthorn Woods Lamal Kathy McHenry
Bornekomosa Jennifer CL Lemanski Caryl Woodstock
Carbajal Luis Crystal Lake Martin Nina Lake in the Hills
Check Evelyn Cary McGuire Mary Crystal Lake
Collins Gary L. Crystal Lake McKesson Jody Crystal Lake
Dirksen Gayle Crystal Lake Miller Sheila Evanston
Durik Diane Cary Moeller Teresa Musial La Valle
Fallahee Harriett Algonquin Mueller M. Kathleen CL  
Frisbie Diana Woodstock Nichols Jody Wonder Lake
Garis Kathie Lakewood Nix Cheryl Lakewood
Gehrig Wileen Spring Grove Oldenburg Valerie McHenry
Hellgeth Alice Crystal Lake Pitzen Cynthia Johnsburg
Hilton Richard Wonder Lake Poremba Ann Crystal Lake
Hivon Patti Crystal Lake Quandt Carol Hampshire
Holliday Dolak Debra-Clearwater Quick Rhonda Crystal Lake
Houston Mary Susan Hebron Rickard Janet Crystal Lake
Huemann Brenda Ringwood Schnure Victoria (Vicki) Oak Park
Jensema Joan McHenry Shanahan Michael Crystal Lake
Johnson Cathy Marengo Shea Kathleen Woodstock
Johnson(Ginger) Marengo Simon Sue Wonder Lake
Kasuboske Janet Hobe "Bonnie" Smith Woodstock
Kelewae Sarah Lakewood Sound Stoffel Patti Highland Park
King Camille Lakewood Sullivan Elizabeth Huntley
Sunderlage Jean Hampshire Svejcar Linda Naperville
Van Peursem Jo Crystal Lake Vanthournout Stanley St. Charles

If you no longer wish to be a member, PLEASE email me at 
marlenegriffith@icloud.com and tell me to remove you from 
our membership roster.

Reach us at: 
PO Box 1776 
Crystal Lake, IL 60039 
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President’s Message (cont’d) 
Joann Jazak 
We are excited to see many of you at McHenry County College, a venue that holds a special place in our 
hearts. Join us as we close out the year with celebration, recognition, and holiday cheer. 

Our next newsletter will not be published until the end of March. If you have any questions or concerns you 
can always contact us through our website. 

Charles Pansino Bio 
Charles Pansino is one of the premiere entertainers of early pop music in the Chicagoland area. Starting off 
studying classical piano, Charles soon looked into styles such as jazz and swing, rock n roll, blues, gospel, 
and all styles of the Great American Songbook. Since then he has played in rock bands, been honored in 
Chicagoland area talent competitions, and recorded at top studios. Charles Pansino now performs over 120 
shows a year, mainly bringing a mixed set of all great early American music, from Frank Sinatra and Elvis 
Presley, to the Rolling Stones, Queen and Michael Buble. Charles brings energy, charisma and a rich voice to 
his performances, and looks to give you a taste of that. 

Legislative Report 
Senate Bill 1937 was the biggest issue affecting teachers in this session of the House.  This is the bill that 
fixes the Tier II benefits.  This bill has passed the committee with all democrats voting “yes” and all 
republicans voting “no”.  This legislation did not move forward, but should be discussed in January when 
they House meets again.  IRTA will continue to talk with legislators to hopefully get some help for our Tier II 
counterparts. 

Fix Tier 2 
https://ieanea.org/undo-tier-two/ 
Please visit this site to learn more about encouraging our lawmakers to fix Tier 2 for those teachers currently 
in the classroom.  It is important for those of us who were fortunate enough to be Tier 1 to support those 
who are not getting the same benefits as we got. 

IRTA News  
Please remember to check your inbox regularly for updates and announcements from IRTA. Their 
newsletters provide valuable insights, opportunities, and reminders for upcoming activities. Staying 
informed ensures you won’t miss out on anything that could benefit you or your fellow retirees. 

If you are NOT receiving emails from IRTA either call the office 217-523-8488, or email them at 
irta@irtaonline.org. 
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MCRTA Honor Program 
DECEMBER HONOREES:  20 or more years retired 

Vice President Report 	 	  
Linda Young 

IRTA 2025 UNIT HONOREES 
KATHY SPEAKER NAMED AS MCHENRY COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

A Unit Honoree is an IRTA member selected by their local unit to be recognized for their outstanding 
service, dedication, or lasting impact on fellow retired educators and the association. This recognition 
honors individuals who go above and beyond in supporting their local unit, advocating for retirees, 
or contributing meaningfully to their community. 

Kathy Speaker is the McHenry County Retired Teachers Association’s creative problem solver. She became 
an active member of the MCRTA serving as the Board’s Committee Chair for Informational Services. Using 
her skills our unit has updated our ability to correspond with members via email. Kathy puts together our 
Newsletter online so that a members can be informed of local and state issues as well as making Luncheon 
Reservations for our meetings. We are now even able to post information about our organization on 
Facebook. Kathy Speaker is McHenry County Retired Teachers Association’s friendly “Computer Geek”!! 

Member Benefits 

Rose Turk 
The Holidays are here and if you are looking for savings on things, IRTA has discounts on many items from 
AMBA. If you get emails from Illinois Retired Teachers Association, look for the “ILRTA Live Webinar Series” 
that was sent on November 16. This email has you register for a webinar broadcast on Thursday, December 
4 in which AMBA will explain discounts on traveling, shopping, dining, etc.. 

If you do not have this email, you can still go to the IRTA website to find this information. Go to irtaonline.org 
and sign in. Then click on Members Only in the blue strip at the top. Go down to where it says AMBA 
Webinars and click here. Take this all the way to the last webinar. It says December 4, Holiday Discounts… . 
At the bottom in blue, click on this and register for the webinar that will help you save money on shopping, 
dining, or traveling discounts during the holidays. 

Enjoy finding many items you may want for your holidays this year. 
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Scholarship Report 
Mary Noe 

Wolter Scholarship 

We are collecting donations for the Norb Wolter Memorial Scholarship to be given to a McHenry High 
School senior. Checks can be written to MCRTA with Norb Wolter scholarship in the memo section. They can 
be mailed to MCRTA Box 1776 Crystal Lake IL 60039 or brought to our December 17th luncheon/meeting at 
MCC. We appreciate all the support for our “Future Educators” and a special memorial to a beloved D156 
educator and respected MCRTA Board member. 

Are you NOT getting emails 

When we check with MailChimp, we see that those emails ARE being sent to you.  There could be two 
reasons you are not seeing them. 

First:  They are going to SPAM/JUNK.  You need to find them and mark them as SAFE so they begin coming 
into your email properly. 

Second:  Your server may be blocking Mailchimp due to firewall/security, incorrect setting, or IP restrictions.  
To fix this, first check your server’s firewall and security setting to ensure they aren’t blocking connections to 
Mailchimp’s API.   

Did you accidentally unsubscribe 

In a few cases, we can see that you Unsubscribed.  If you did this, go to our website and the Contact Us 
Page.  You can re-subscribe there with the form. There is also a QR code to re-subscribe.  We cannot 
resubscribe you. 

Signing up for Meetings 

The meetings are always the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  If you are having trouble getting emails you can 
still easily sign up for meetings.  Be sure to give us your first and last name when signing up. 
Sign up on our Web Page:  www.mchenryrta.org 
Email us directly:  mchenryrta@gmail.com 

Getting the Newsletter 

The newsletter comes with the emails. If you are not getting the emails, you can still get the newsletter.  Just 
go our Website and to the Unit News page.  Download whatever newsletter you would like to see. 
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McHenry County Retired Teachers Association Membership Form          
  You have three choices:                     

1)    Annual dues, $10                             

2)     3-year dues, $25
                  
3)     LIFE membership for $150        
                                                                         
Name      ________________________________________________

Address     _______________________________________________    

City   __________________________________   State  __________     Zip Code   ____________

Email  __________________________________________________      Phone  _____________________
 
WRITE CHECK PAYABLE TO MCRTA.  MAIL THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK TO    

MCRTA    PO Box 1776     Crystal Lake, IL 60039  

MCRTA 6


